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Outline

Legislation for DSHS 
•  Maternal Mortality & Morbidity 
•  Newborn Screening 

Legislation for HHSC 
• Medicaid
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DSHS | Senate Bill 436

• Implement initiative to improve maternal care for 
women with opioid use disorder 

• Pilot to be completed by March 1, 2020. 

3



2020 TCHMB Summit  |  2019 Legislative Session Key Outcomes

DSHS | Senate Bill 748

Maternal Mortality & Morbidity 

• Directs Maternal Mortality and Morbidity Review Committee to collaborate and consult with 
HHSC on maternal and women’s health 

• Launch pilot for women at high-risk for complications during and after pregnancy 

• Directs DSHS to apply for CDC grant 

Newborn Screening 

• Requires fees to cover costs for newborn screening 
• Creates special Preservation Account  
• Requires testing for congenital syphilis at time of delivery
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DSHS | Senate Bill 749

• Directs DSHS to review implementation of rules for 
neonatal and maternal levels of care 

• Delays Medicaid requirement for maternal levels of 
care from 2020 to 2021 

• Establishes a waiver and revised appeals process 
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DSHS | Senate Bill 750

• Directs DSHS to rename Task Force to Maternal 
Mortality and Morbidity Review Committee 

• Requires hospitals and other providers to submit 
deceased patient records to DSHS within 30 days of 
request 

• Allows DSHS to release information to CDC to meet 
ERASE MM grant requirements

6



2020 TCHMB Summit  |  2019 Legislative Session Key Outcomes

DSHS | Exceptional Item/  
House Bill 1

Maternal Mortality & Morbidity 

• Sustain and implement additional maternal safety bundles  
• Launch high-risk maternal care coordination pilot 
• Design and implement public awareness campaign 

Newborn Screening 
• Received start-up and path to sustained funding for additional screens
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HHSC |Medicaid for Pregnant Women
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Benefits

• Comprehensive 
prenatal care, 
including office 
visits, labs, and 
ultrasounds 

• Fetal 
surveillance 

• Labor and 
delivery care 

• Postpartum care, 
including 
depression 
screening

Service 
Management

• For high-risk 
pregnant women 

• Includes 
developing a 
person-centered 
service plan and 
package of care 
to meet  
primary, acute, 
and specialty 
service needs

Care Continuity

• May continue 
care with current 
provider, even if 
out-of-network: 

• For up to 90 
days until 
transfer to in-
network provider 

• Through 
postpartum 
check-up if past 
the 24th week of 
pregnancy
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HHSC |Senate Bill 748

Requires HHSC to implement two pilot programs: 
Pregnancy Medical Home and Maternal Teleservices 

Each pilot must be implemented in:  
• Two counties with populations > 2 million  
• One county with a population of >100,000 and <500,000 
• One rural county with high rates of maternal mortality and 
morbidity
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HHSC |Pregnancy Medical Home
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• Surveying providers and health plans to inform pilot requirements. All newly 
awarded STAR health plans will have the opportunity to participate. 

• Expanding previous pilot with Texas Children’s Health Plan and the Center for 
Children and Women.

Source: Pregnancy Medical Home Pilot Program Final Evaluation Report, September 2017
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HHSC |Maternal Teleservices
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HHSC | Senate Bill 750

• Federally Funded Model of Care for Opioid Use 
• Enhanced Medicaid Prenatal/Postpartum Care Services 
• Continuity of Care for Women’s Health Services 
• Assess Healthy Texas Women (HTW) in Managed Care 
• Statewide Quality Initiatives for Maternal Care 
• Postpartum Depression Treatment Network
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HHSC | Opioid Use Model of Care
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HHSC | Senate Bill 750
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HHSC | Senate Bill 750
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HHSC | Senate Bill 750
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Thank you
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