
Obstetrical and Neonatal 
Care Coordination related to 
Infectious Diseases in Pregnancy
January 22-23, 2018 
AT&T Conference Center, Austin, Texas

Using the recent Zika response as an example, the event provides a forum for key local, state 
and national stakeholders and experts to discuss coordination of care for pregnant women 
and babies in response to established and emerging infectious diseases.

Monday, January 22

7:30 – 8:00
2ND FLOOR 
CONFERENCE CENTER 
REGISTRATION AREA 

8:00 – 8:15
ROOM 203
Welcome and overview 
of Day 1 events 

Registration and Continental Breakfast 

George Saade, MD, Chair, TCHMB / University of Texas Medical 
Branch
David Lakey, MD, UT System Office of Population Health
Nagla Elerian, MS, UT System Office of Population Health

The current Zika cases by route of transmission and newborn 
outcomes in Texas. Included in this session, is an overview of 
the epidemiologic experience. 

• Current Zika cases by type and route of transmission – 
Jennifer Shuford, MD, MPH, DSHS 

• Zika-related newborn outcomes - Noemi Hall, PhD, DSHS 

• Epidemiologic experience of Zika – Linda Gaul, PhD, 
DSHS 

Facilitator: Dorothy Mandell, PhD, UT Health Northeast/UT 
System

8:15 – 9:00 
ROOM 203
Current Epidemiology 
of Zika

Session 1 – 8:00-12:30
Provide information related to Zika screening and care coordination

Webstream starts (http://cdn.digitalservices.online/ONCCC/)



9:00 – 9:45
ROOM 203
Recent CDC guidelines 
and How They Are 
Implemented in Texas

9:45 - 10:30
ROOM 203 
From Epidemiology to 
Clinical Care for Zika 
Coordination 

10:30 - 10:45 

10:45 - 11:00
ROOM 203
Zika Care Connect 

11:00 - 12:00
ROOM 203 
Panel: Care 
Coordination Process – 
Practical Application 

12:00 - 12:30
ROOM 203  
Care Coordination 
Utilizing Community-
Based Navigators 

12:30-1:15 
TEJAS CONFERENCE 
DINING

1:15-1:30 
ROOM 203
Overview and history of 
TCHMB and highlights 
of TCHMB projects 

• Current CDC guidelines for testing and management of 
pregnant women at risk of Zika, Catherine Eppes, MD, Baylor 
College of Medicine

• Current CDC guidelines for testing and management of 
newborns of mothers with potential exposure to Zika, Manda 
Hall, MD, DSHS 

Facilitator: Divya Patel, PhD, UT Health Northeast /UT System

Imelda Garcia, MPH, DSHS
Jennifer Shuford, MD, MPH, DSHS
Michael Speer, MD, Baylor College of Medicine

Facilitator: Mary Isichei, DNP, MSN, MPH, UT Health Northeast /UT 
System

Break

Catherine Eppes, MD, Baylor College of Medicine/Co-Chair 
TCHMB Data Subcommittee
Sharyn Malatok, MPA, March of Dimes

Catherine Eppes, MD, Baylor College of Medicine / Co-Chair 
TCHMB Data Subcommittee
Ryan Loftin, MD, Driscoll Health System
Luis A. Castagnini, MD, MPH, CHRISTUS Health

Panel Moderator: David Lakey, MD, UT System Office of 
Population Health

The role of social workers, case coordinators, and community 
health workers in navigating and coordinating services for 
newborns at-risk for Zika-related disorders.  Gaps and barriers for 
coordinating care.

Natalie Furdek, M.Ed., LPC, DSHS

Facilitator: Mary Isichei, DNP, MSN, MPH, UT Health Northeast /UT 
System

Lunch Buffet

David Lakey, MD, UT System Office of Population Health

Webstream ends
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1:30 – 1:45
ROOM 203

1:45 – 2:00

2:00 - 3:00 

3:00 - 3:15

3:15- 4:15

Topic A 
ROOM 104

Green nametags

Topic B
ROOM 107

Blue nametags

Topic C
ROOM 202

Yellow nametags

Legislative updates and state updates (HHSC)

Move to assigned breakout sessions

Session 2. Identify barriers and gaps in care coordination

Topic A Working Group – ROOM 104
Topic B Working Group – ROOM 107
Topic C Working Group – ROOM 202 

Break – refreshments on 2nd floor

Session 3. Evaluate existing models for care coordination 

Topic A Working Group – ROOM 104
Topic B Working Group – ROOM 107
Topic C Working Group – ROOM 202

Maternal care and coordination of newborn evaluation and follow-
up – Hospital wrap-around infectious disease screening/diagnosis 
and referral 

Facilitators: Carla Ortique, MD, FACOG, DABFP, Co-Chair TCHMB 
Obstetrics Subcommittee / Texas Children’s Hospital
Divya Patel, PhD, UT Health Northeast /UT System

Clinical care coordination for exposed newborns through Pediatric 
specialty care (General Pediatrics, Pediatric Neurology, Pediatric 
Ophthalmology, Pediatric Radiology, Infectious Disease and 
Audiology)

Facilitators: Michael Speer, MD, Vice-Chair TCHMB Obstetrics 
Subcommittee / Baylor College of Medicine
Dorothy Mandell, PhD, UT Health Northeast /UT 
System

Community supports, resources, social services and navigators 

Facilitators: June Hanke, RN, MSN, MPH, Co-Chair TCHMB 
Community Health Subcommittee / Harris County 
Hospital District
Mary Isichei, DNP, MSN, MPH, UT Health Northeast /
UT System

Sessions 2, 3, 4, and 6 will be breakout sessions that will help formulate the 
committee opinion 
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4:15 - 5:15

5:15 - 5:30
Room 203

Session 4. Resources needed to implement the models identified 
in session 3

Topic A Working Group – ROOM 104
Topic B Working Group – ROOM 107
Topic C Working Group – ROOM 202 

Closing Remarks for Day 1

Tuesday, January 23

8:00 – 8:20
2ND FLOOR 
CONFERENCE CENTER 
REGISTRATION AREA 

8:20 – 8:30
ROOM 203
Welcome and overview 
of Day 2 events 

8:30 – 9:45
ROOM 203
Panel

Continental Breakfast available

George Saade, MD, Chair, TCHMB / University of Texas Medical 
Branch
David Lakey, MD, UT System Office of Population Health

Session 5. Identify and address emerging threats to pregnant 
women and newborns 

Jennifer Shuford, MD, MPH, DSHS
Imelda Garcia, MPH, DSHS
Janak Patel, MD, University of Texas Medical Branch Galveston

Panel Moderator: George Saade, MD, Chair, TCHMB / University of 
Texas Medical Branch

Break and move to breakout groups

Session 6. Breakout into working groups by topic. Discuss the 
implementation of models discussed in Session 3 and formulate a 
committee opinion.  Provide summaries of discussions to prepare 
afternoon presentations.  Includes a working lunch.  

Topic A Working Group – ROOM 104
Topic B Working Group – ROOM 107
Topic C Working Group – ROOM 202

Lunch buffet available for pickup and bring back to room

Move back to general room for presentations
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9:45 - 10:00

10:00 - 12:30

11:45 – 12:30
TEJAS CONFERENCE 
DINING

12:30 - 12:45
ROOM 203



12:45 - 1:00

1:00 - 1:30

1:30 - 1:45

1:45 - 2:15

2:15 - 2:30

2:30 - 2:45

2:45 - 3:15

3:10 - 3:45

3:45 - 4:00

Group A Presentation

Q & A and refining

Group B Presentation 

Q & A and refining

Break

Group C Presentation 

Q & A and refining

Discussion, consensus and next steps

Closing remarks 

Session 7.  12:45 - 4:00 / ROOM 203
Presentations from break out groups for group discussion and consensus

The conference was organized and coordinated by

Funded by The Texas Department of State Health Services,

and through hosting contributions from the following organizations:
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